
their fears through addic-
tions, or they can result in 
mental illnesses, or show 
themselves in negative 
ways. Just look at the way 
the media are whipping 
people up into a frenzy of 
fear surrounding the Coro-
navirus at the moment, 
promising widespread ill-
ness and death. The media 
love to play on people’s 
fears: it sells newspapers. 
We, as followers of Christ, 
should never be consumed 
by fear, but rather do as 
the Lord commands: 
“When all these things take 
place, stand up, hold your 
heads high, for your salva-
tion is near at hand.” The 
Lord is our salvation. Let 
us always trust in him. 

Please remember to pray 
for me on these days as I’m 
back in Spain for the next 
section of the Camino, the 
last before the summer. 

There are many things 
which paralyse people, but 
the greatest of them is fear. 
Today’s Gospel passage 
tells us about the Transfig-
uration of Jesus on the 
mountain. He wanted to 
reveal to his disciples who 
he really was as God made 
man. He wanted these key 
disciples to have a vision of 
the reality of who he was 
so that, when it came to his 
Passion and Death, they 
would have hope and trust 
to defeat the inevitable 

fear. This is the reason why 
we read this Gospel today, 
on this Sunday in Lent, so 
that we too might have 
hope and trust in him as we 
prepare for the annual re-
membrance of his Passion 
and Death. 

As followers of Christ, we 
need to have the hope and 
trust to overcome fear. 
Fear may appear in our 
lives when things happen 
around us that we don’t 
seem to be in control of. 
Fear also comes when we 
have to confront situations 
in our lives which we feel 
threaten our stability. In all 
of these things we should 
trust in the Lord to be the 
source of strength to help 
us through. As St Paul said: 
“I can do all things in 
Christ who strengthens 
me”. 

Fear is constantly present 
in the world. People mask 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Simeon Berneux 

1814-1866 
Simon-Francis was a mis-
sionary  of the Paris For-
eign Mission Society. After 
ordination, he taught at the 
seminary in Paris. He left 
France in 1840 to go on 
mission to Vietnam. After 
only one year he was ar-
rested and put on trial and 
was found guilty, but his 
sentence of death was not 

carried out. Once released 
he went to Macau. After 
ten years he was made a 
bishop to oversee the 
Church in Korea. Berneux 
set up his mission in Seoul 
and worked secretly. In 
1866, he was arrested, 
tortured and sentenced to 
death by beheading. He is 
one of the Korean martyrs 
canonised by St John Paul 
II in 1984. 
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MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 7th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday John Martin 

Sunday 8th                   
Second Sunday of 
Lent (A)  

9.00am    Holy Mass Andrew Sturgess 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Tessie Barretto 

   6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 9th 
Feria of Lent 

  9.30am  Holy Mass Private Intention 

  10.00am  Eucharistic Adoration until 10.45am 

 5.30pm   Stations of the Cross  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Stephen Holmes 

Tuesday 10th 
Feria of Lent 

9.15am    Holy Mass Baby Owen Paul 

  9.30am  Morning Prayer  

   2.15pm Stations of the Cross  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Bailey & Plant families 

Wednesday 11th         
Feria of Lent 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Int Fr Julian (Camino) 

Thursday 12th              
Feria of Lent 

 9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Private Intention 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Eileen Marrow 

6.30pm    Stations of the Cross  

 7.30pm   Heart to Heart  

Friday 13th 
Feria of Lent 
Day of Abstinence 
 

  9.30am  Holy Mass (in church) Holy Souls  

  10.00am  Stations of the Cross  

   5.00pm Eucharistic Adoration  

   6.00pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

Saturday 14th  
Feria of Lent 

9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration Until 10.30am 

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa & Mark Foden 

Sunday 15th 
Third Sunday of Lent 
(A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass Karol Grolik, George & Barbara 
Connell 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John Martin 

   6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Coronavirus (Covid 19) The Bishops of England & Wales have issued guidelines on dealing with the situation regarding the 
transmission of this new virus. At the present, it is highly unlikely that coming to Mass creates a danger of contracting the infec-
tion. However, one precaution being employed is that all Extraordinary Ministers (and clergy) must wash their hands or use an 
alcohol gel immediately before administering Holy Communion (the latter will be made available next week). If the infection con-
tinues to spread, other measures such as withdrawing the sign of peace may be implemented. You will be kept informed of any 
further measures at the appropriate time. 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
Open House is where Fr Julian is 
available in the Presbytery at St Jo-
seph’s to meet parishioners for any 
concern. There is no Open House 
this week. The next one is on Mon-
day 16th March, 6.30 to 7.30pm. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
English Martyrs: O’Sullivan Family 
St Joseph’s: Mary Heath 
Sanctuary lamps can be dedicated. 
Minimum donation £5. Please 
make a note of intention and pre-
ferred church. 

Care Home outreach 
Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be 
at Maple Tree Court, 
Gloucester Rd, on 
Tuesday  17th March 
at 10.30am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is today at Tall Oaks at 3pm. 

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Heart to heart 
Come and experience 
the joy of a Heart to 

Heart with Jesus. Each 
week we have an hour 
of prayer based on the 

Gospel.  
Heart to Heart is on 

Thursdays at 7.30pm. 
Come and try it! 

Hospital Do you know of someone 
in  hospital? The chaplaincy are not 
automatically notified. If there is an 
emergency, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. 
If you need any help with contacting 
them, please call the Parish Office. 

Fr Julian is currently walking the Vía 
de la Plata and Camino Sanabrés 

from Seville to Santiago de Compo-
stela this year. The whole route is 
1000km and the aim is to raise £10 
per km for Teenage Cancer Trust. 

You can do this at 
www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/frjuliancamino  
Sponsor forms are in church to sup-

port Fr Julian’s Camino. Please on-
ly sign up on the form when 

actually donating the money, to 
help with keeping track of the 

fundraising. 

Follow Fr Julian’s progress at 
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

rededication of   
England as the   

dowry of our lady 
You are all invited to be part of this 
wonderful initiative of the Bishops of 
England & Wales: to rededicate Eng-
land to Our Lady. This first hap-
pened in 1381, when King Richard II 
consecrated England to Our Lady.  

For those of you who have started 
the 33 day preparation for personal 
consecration to Our Lady, the day 
for making the Consecration is 
Wednesday 25th March. While you 
can do this privately, you are encour-
aged to come to Holy Trinity, New-
castle to the morning Mass, where 
this can be done together. 

Sunday 29th March: The rededica-
tion takes places around the country, 
at Walsingham shrine, and in Cathe-
drals and Churches at 12noon. That 
Sunday we have Bishop McGough 
with us. He will confirm the children 
at St Joseph’s at 11am Mass. At the 
end of Mass we will join the national 
rededication.  

Biddulph Refreshments To sup-
port Fr Julian's fundraising efforts for 
Teenage Cancer Trust we are looking 
for volunteers to make a dozen cup-
cakes and two slicing cakes to be 
served each Sunday after Mass with 
tea and coffee. So far we have raised 
£200 for the Cancer Trust. Why not 
come and join us for coffee or tea 
after Mass, even if you don not usual-
ly do so? 

Lent Devotions 

 

 

 

 

The Stations of the Cross will be 
prayed in our churches during Lent 

at the following times: 
Monday 5.30pm St Joseph’s 
Tuesday 2.15pm St Patrick’s 
Thursday 6.30pm English Martyrs’ 
Friday 10am St John’s 
Come and join us to pray the Stations of 

the Cross! 

There will be Eucharistic Adoration 
at the following times in Lent: 

Monday 10 to 10.45am St John’s 
Thursday 7.30 to 8.30pm St Joseph’s 
(Heart to Heart) 
Friday 5 to 6pm St Patrick’s 
Saturday 9.45 to 10.30am English 
Martyrs’ 
Come and spend some time in the Eucha-

ristic presence of the Lord this Lent! 

These are the times for devotions in 
principle: Check the weekly bulletin! 

Health & Safety Please leave all 
kneelers down at all times, and do 
not raise them. A recent claim against 
the Diocese for injury means this 
request comes from our insurers. 

St Patrick & St Joseph 
Feast Days 

On Tuesday 17th 
March we celebrate 

St Patrick’s Feast 
Day. The Mass will 

be at St Patrick’s 
Church in Packmoor 

at 6.30pm. It is followed by refresh-
ments. Please bring a plate of some-

thing to share, and join us for the 
celebration of Mass! 

On Thursday 19th 
March it is St Jo-
seph’s Feast Day. 
You are invited to 
join the children of 
our school at Mass 

in St Joseph’s Church at 9.30am. 
There will be light refreshments of 

tea and coffee afterwards. 



FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Collections 
will be published next week. Gold-
enhill Gift Aid £201.00, Non Gift 
Aid £169.42, Total £370.42. Cathe-
d r a l  M a i n t e n a n c e  £ 7 8 . 8 7 . 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £225.00, Non 
Gift Aid £144.98, Total £369.98. 
Cathedral Maintenance £113.43.  

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This week 1st Prize £20, 
No.4 M Aylward; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.140 J Cliff; 3rd Prize £5, No.154 
C Foden.  

Offertory Envelopes The new 
boxes of envelopes for  parishioners 
are available to collect at the back of 
church. 

Lenten Alms Collections This 
year’s Lenten alms are for the follow-
ing charities:  
3rd Sunday Christian Blind Mission 
4th Sunday Mary’s Meals 
5th Sunday Walsingham Shrine 
6th Sunday Holy Places 

Used Postage Stamps Please bring 
all used stamps (leave half an inch 
around the stamp) to English Mar-
tyr’s church, as the school are col-
lecting them for RNIB. 

John 4:5-16,19-26,39-42 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there and Jesus, 
tired by the journey, sat straight down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? 
You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied: ‘If you 
only knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying to you: Give me a drink, you would have been the one to ask, and he 
would have given you living water.’ ‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is deep: how could you get this living 
water? Are you a greater man than our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’ 
Jesus replied: ‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again; but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give will never be 
thirsty again: the water that I shall give will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’ ‘Sir,’ said the woman ‘give me 
some of that water, so that I may never get thirsty and never have to  come here again to draw water. I see you are a prophet, sir. 
Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said: 
‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You wor-
ship what you do not know; we worship what we do know: for salvation comes from the Jews. But the hour will come – in fact it 
is here already – when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth: that is the kind of worshipper the Father wants. 
God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, 
Christ – is coming; and when he comes he will tell us everything.’ ‘I who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’ Many Samari-
tans of that town had believed in him on the strength of the woman’s testimony when she said, ‘He told me all I have ever done’, 
so, when the Samaritans came up to him, they begged him to stay with them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them 
many more came to believe; and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe because of what you told us; we have heard 
him ourselves and we know that he really is the saviour of the world.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 
Through Lent with St Matthew 
The third in the series of four presen-
tations on St Matthew’s Gospel is this 
Friday, and will be given by Rev Sean 
Gough from Oscott College. It is 
taking place at Our Lady & St Peter’s 
in Stoke, in the St Catherine Room, 
from 7pm to 9pm. All welcome. 

Bishop McGough’s Jubilee This 
year Bishop McGough celebrates 50 
years as a priest. You are invited to 
join him at Sacred Heart Tunstall at 
2pm on Saturday 14th March, for a 

thanksgiving Mass in celebration of 
his Golden Jubilee. 

Vocations Mass The next Deanery 
Vocations Mass will be on Tuesday 
24th March at Holy Trinity, Newcas-
tle at 7pm. Please come and join with 
other parishes and schools from the 
deanery to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate and religious 
life. 

Pro-Life Group The first meeting 
will be on Wednesday 11th March at 
Sacred Heart presbytery in Hanley at 
7.30pm. Everyone welcome. 


